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Network Thinking : Capability and Concepts
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Abstract; Network thinking involves a series of mental activities based on the concepts and methods of network
science, in seeking the solutions of a problem, designing a system and understanding the human behaviors or other
phenomena. It is an important progress compared with computational thinking. Network thinking is characterized as
collective thinking or social thinking, the extension of the personal thinking in the personal computer era. Network
computing and social computing act as the enhancement of the traditional computing methodology. Network science comes
into being as an interdisciplinary science that expands the scope of computer science. Network thinking helps promote the
collaboration and willing — to — share spirit with the saying “one for all and all for one” . This article tries tentatively to

clarify the conception of network thinking, and discusses how to boost the consciousness and possess the capabilities,

hoping it really serves as “a common understanding and universally applicable skill” .
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