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Abstract: The cultivation of critical reading competence has long been one of the heated topics of
China’ s College English Teaching and Research in recent years. This paper reviews major studies on
the enhancement of critical reading competence in the past 20 years (1994 —2013). It identifies the
achievements in regard to theoretical research, applied research and empirical research. Some problems
pertaining to the existing studies are reflected upon, involving research content and research
methodologies. Based on the analysis, the direction for future research tendency will be pointed out.
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