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The Institutional Change and Path Selection of American Higher Education:
A Respective of Historical and Comparative Institutional Analysis
CAO Shan
( School of Education Science Nanjing Normal University Nanjing 210097  China)

Abstract: From the respective of historical and comparative institutional analysis American higher
education system has the changing process from transplant experience to internalization to autonomous
growth. lis institutional change and path selection has three characteristics: the pattern of the change is
progressive combining the change models of " Inheritance - transform" and " endogenous -
innovation" together and higher education institution has relative independence in institutional change.
American higher education institutional change and path selection has important implications for
improving the reform and innovation of higher education system in China.
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