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Some Views on a CIT Maxim
ZHANG Chu - ting
(School of Education Science, Hunan Normal University, Changsha 410081, China)

Abstract; A CIT maxim says that one should say what others have not said and do what others have
not done. The prerequisite of doing this is that one should think about the matters or problems others have
not thought about. “Others” should include oneself in the past. This CIT maxim reflects that CIT values
creation. Humorous and witty remarks in our classroom teaching, academic lectures or even in everyday
communications are creation in essence. Origination differs from general creation in that it refers to
blazing another trail and it is to open up in a brand new field. Besides, there is a difference between
invention and discovery. Many inventions in science of ancient China do not belong to the contributions
as discoveries. Probably it has something to do with our cultural traditions.
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