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Using Simulations in Teaching International Relations
LIU Yang — yue, YANG Hua — wen
(College of Humanities and Social Sciences, NUDT, Changsha 410073, China)

Abstract: Simulation in International Relations (IR) refers to pedagogical tools in teaching that
reconstruct and represent the interactive processes in international politics. Simulation enables students to
experience personally and thus better understand abstract IR theories and complex political situation.
Therefore, it has become an increasingly popular way of promoting active learning in IR and other
relevant disciplines. This paper examines the major approaches to simulation in IR teaching, analyzes
the positive effects on students, and identifies the principal issues that need to be noticed in designing
and conducting simulation activities.
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