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On the Purpose of Education
ZHANG Chu - ting
(College of Education Science, Hunan Normal University, Changsha 410081, China)

Abstract: When concerning the purpose of education, it is necessary to discuss one’ s own purpose
of education, and it is necessary to concern more fundamental purpose of a certain course. The author
once advocated the following six purposes of education; we should make our students better-educated,
more intelligent, nobler and loftier; we should make our students developed in intelligence, emotion
and will; we should make our students be true, good and beautiful ; we should let our students become
themselves who have surpassed their previous “selves”, who have gained new lives; we should let
human beings learn to be; we should let our students turn from natural and utilitarian state to moral and
universe state. Concerning courses, William E. Doll put forward a theory of 4R (richness, recursion,
relations and rigor). The author advocate curriculum view of 51, i. e. information, interest, intuition,
inquiry and intelligence, holding that information is wider than knowledge, interest precedes will,
intuition is more valuable than logic, inquiry is more important than listening and intelligence is superior
to wisdom.
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