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How Many Levels of Cognition Are There
ZHANG Chu - ting
( College of Education Science, Hunan Normal University, Changsha 410081, China)

Abstract; Human beings’ cognition is varied and complicated. The author holds that human
beings’ cognition can be divided into eight levels: perception, power of understanding, spiritualism,
intellectuality, reason, philosophicality, poeticity, and divinity. Knowledge condensed are divided
into three levels: the physical level refers to knowledge in form of experience; the mid-physical level
refers to theoretical knowledge upgraded from experienced reality, i. e. Hegel’ s “acquired reality” ;
the metaphysical level refers to further theories based on theoretical knowledge, i. e. philosophy. In
terms of higher education, the author holds that the reality of higher education is marked by the birth of
Bologna University. The birth of theories on higher education is marked by John Henry Newman’ s The
Idea of a University. The philosophy of higher education is marked by Karl Jaspers’ Die Idee der
Universitat. Human beings appeal to improve their thinking continuously. In every category there should
be metaphysics and philosophy. Everyone can reach philosophy in his own field. It is necessary for
everyone to reach his related philosophy, for philosophy gives us wisdom. If he reaches philosophy, he
will work more consciously and more effectively.
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