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SPOC: A Substitution for MOOC or a New Development?
DENG Bin, LAI Xu, XIE Hua-ying
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Abstract; The innovation gate is opened by MOOC for digital online education. However, at the
backside of its booming development, quality issues of MOOC have become increasingly prominent.
Therefore USA, Switzerland, Germany and other countries extend small private online course (SPOC)
based upon MOOC and explore long distance teaching methods with higher quality. SPOC can be
considered as an innovative development of MOOC because of its superiority beyond comparison with
MOOC, but it is in no sense a substitution for MOOC. SPOC and MOOC should constitute the main body
of digital online education. It is proposed that universities should explore diversified styles of online
education in a Post MOOC period, shift the focus of development to quality improvement and take the
optimization of teaching platform as a key measure to improve education quality.
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