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Integrated Task-Based Teaching: An Optimized Approach to

Cultivating Postgraduates’ English Competence in Academic Exchanges
ZHOU Da-jun, YANG An-liang

(School of Basic Sciences for Aviation, Naval Aviation University, Yantai 264001, China)
Abstract: The integrated task-based teaching approach is used in “ English for Academic
Exchange”, a course for postgraduates, which involves learning basic knowledge of international
academic exchanges, mastering relevant English language forms and skills and developing the ability to
use English in academic exchanges. A major task consisting of a series of minor ones is designed to
develop students’ English communicative competence in academic exchanges. Merits of the application
of the approach, in terms of teaching belief and method renewal and students’ competence

development, include modular teaching contents, systematic task design, staged modal operation,

targeted ability training and integrative grading.
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