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From “Sheltered College” to Top Brand University: Analysis of the
Development of HEC Paris and Its Implications
LI Pei-pei
(Institute of Higher Education, Anhui University, Heifei 230039, China)

Abstract; The University of France is a unique mode of education in the field of higher education
in France. It is dedicated to cultivating high-quality engineering and technical personnel and management
elites for the country. The HEC Paris is a model of French business schools and its development
illustrates the historical evolution of the business school. In its early days, the business school was not
taken seriously by the business community. The new management school, represented by the Paris
Business School, had low level education and academic requirements. It was called a * sheltered
College” of the commercial class. After that, the college quickly became a prestigious university through
close contact with the business community, building a variety of management projects, conducting
forward-looking employment guidance, providing comprehensive education grants, and expanding
international exchanges and cooperation. Chinese industry-specific universities can learn from the history
of the Paris Business School and become high-level colleges and universities.
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