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The Status Quo, Models and Characteristics of German Higher Education Cooperation
under the Background of “Excellence Initiative”
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Abstract: Germany’ s “Excellence Initiative” is a key measure to promote German higher
education cooperation, which can be divided into three modes: interdisciplinary cooperation within
universities, inter-university alliance cooperation, and cooperation between universities and institutions
and enterprises. At present, German higher education cooperation has shown a trend of increased
cooperation awareness, increased projects, and expanded scope. It has formed a multi-level cooperation
from the top-level design at the government level, to the multi-level cooperation participation at the
university level, and then to the independent organization to assess the cooperation at the social level.
The experience that can be learned from it is that we should pay attention to the guiding role of top-level
design, construct multifaceted cooperation of mutual participation, and introduce independent
institutions to evaluate and guarantee cooperation, so as to promote the development of China’ s higher
education cooperation.
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