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Coexistence of Multiple Research Paradigms: The Ideal Way of Chinese

Higher Education Research
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Abstract; To develop the higher education disciplines, coexistence of multiple research paradigms
is needed in higher education, which means speculative research paradigm, empirical research
paradigm, multidisciplinary research paradigm, institutional research paradigm and qualitative research
paradigm coexist. Three kinds of evidence show that multiple research paradigms can promote the
development of higher education discipline. Firstly, the forty-year history of higher education research
indicates that multiple research tasks need multiple research paradigms. Secondly, absolute
predominance of a single research paradigm is against the complexity of higher education research system.
Thirdly, in the future, research paradigm will shift from essentialism to non-essentialism, which
challenges the scientific status of higher education research. Therefore, multiple research paradigms can
defend the scientific nature of higher education research.
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