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Insight into the“ Unpopular” Phenomenon in Postgraduate Course Seminars :
A Carding Analysis Based on Interviews with Twelve Graduate Students
ZHOU Ke, CHEN Qi
(School of Education, Central China Normal University, Wuhan 430079, China)

Abstract; Seminar teaching is an active attempt to reform the teaching of graduate courses.
However, in the actual postgraduate class, seminar-type teaching is often unpopular with the students.
Through in-depth interviews with 12 current graduate students, this paper finds that the group
characteristics of graduate students profoundly affect the development of seminar-type teaching, but they
are often ignored by researchers. Taking the characteristics of the group of graduate students as the
starting point, this article, firstly, discusses the application value of seminar-based teaching in graduate
course, then points out the dilemma in the application of unpopular seminar-based teaching, and finally
analyzes the reasons of the unpopularity from the perspective of self-determination theory. From the
perspective of teachers and students, then we put forward the measures to improve the popularity.
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