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From “Students-as-Followers” to “Students-as-Co-researchers” . An Ideal

Type of Teacher-Student Relationship in the Future
TIAN Fen
(Institute of Education, Xiamen University, Xiamen 361005, China)

Abstract; Teacher-student relationship has been a big challenge in education practice and a hot
field in education research. The gap in the mastery of deep knowledge and the ability of doing research
leads to the reality that graduates must follow their tutors. In such relationship the tutor is likely to
become the authority. But academic exploration of advanced knowledge decides that graduates are no
longer followers but co-researchers of their tutor. To successfully switch from students-as-followers to
students-as-co-researchers requires to improve the research ability of graduate students, clarify the
guidance responsibility of tutors, and maintain an open mind with educational wisdom.
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