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To Promote Teachers’ Introspection by Evaluation: Research on American
University STEM Classroom Evaluation Protocol REFLECT
GAO Wei, ZHOU Hai-yan
(School of Education, Ceniral China Normal University, Wuhan 430079, China)

Abstract; REFLECT is the newly developed formative teacher teaching evaluation protocol based
on classroom observation in the United States, with the ultimate goal of fostering more reflective STEM
faculty. It includes seven elements; the pre-observation meeting, observation focus selection, teacher
self-assessment, peer classroom observation, students’ minute feedback, the observer summarizing
students’ feedback and the post-observation meeting. Its characteristics are highlighting the formative
assessment, ensuring impartiality and fairness for the evaluation and emphasizing dialogues and
communication in the evaluation process. This protocol provides three important implications for the
promotion of teachers’ reflection by evaluation: to realize the diversification of evaluation subjects,
which can provide external support for teachers’ introspection, to give full play to the subjectivity of
faculty, which can elicit teachers’ intrinsic motivation for self-reflection, and to implement
developmental faculty evaluation, which can help to construct teachers’ self-consciousness for reflection.
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