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Mao Yisheng: a Scientific Giant Knowledgeable in Both Arts and Science
ZHU Ya-zong
(College of Basic Education, National University of Defense Technology,
Changsha 410073, China)

Abstract: Mao Yisheng, a famous civil engineer in China, was an academician of the Chinese
Academy of Sciences and a foreign academician of the American Academy of Engineering. There are
three great projects in the history of modern architecture in China, which are closely linked to his name-
Qiantang River Bridge, Wuhan Yangtze River Bridge and Beijing Great Hall of the People. As an
outstanding scientist, Mao Yisheng had the spirit of craftisman while, as an educator, he had unique
educational thoughts, and cultivated many talents. He also made a unique contribution in promoting the
traditional way of learning and creating popular science works. He built not only real bridges but also a
cultural bridge for the Chinese people, and made a role model for later generations to cross the gap
between science and technology and arts.
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