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The Way for Military Academies to Achieve First-Class Undergraduate Education .
A Case Study of Three United States Service Academies
HU Jun-ming, LU Xiao-dong
( Graduate School of Education, Peking University, Beijing 100871, China)

Abstract; Based on the reputation, the quality of personnel training, and the education evaluation
system, the United States service academies have first-class undergraduate education. The service
academies’ objective of personnel training is elite education for future. Both the leader development
objective and the academic program goals highlight the future-oriented competence instead of merely
focusing on military competence as a junior officer. Target-directed educational practice blends general
education, professional education and vocational education together. Their education evaluation system
focuses on the quality of personnel training and preserves a moderate learning freedom under the planned
military system. Also, its student-centered personnel training concept, general education, core
curriculum, small student-faculty ratio, seminar, teaching quality, residential college system,
undergraduate research program, academic advising all together constitute the main points of the first-
class undergraduate education. The concept and experience of the United States service academies will
give us reference on the construction of first-class military academies, first-class military undergraduate

education and military leader training.
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