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Cultivating Outstanding Talents for Technological Innovation: Enlightenment
from the Success of Qian Xuesen
ZHOU Gang, TANG Jun, WANG Hao-sen

(College of Systems Engineering, National University of Defense Technology, Changsha 410073, China)

Abstract; As a key to accelerating the construction of a country with strong education, advanced
technology, and abundant talents, outstanding talents for scientific and technological innovation, are in
more urgent need than ever before. Collection of relevant biographical data of Qian Xuesen and analysis
of the data revealed the four key elements of cultivating outstanding talents: cultural heritage as the
foundation, masters’ guidance as the key, practical truth-seeking as the approach, and interdisciplinary
training as the support. The conclusions based on data analysis provide reference for strengthening the
cultivation of talents for scientific and technological innovation in the new era and answering the “Qian
Xuesen’ s question” .
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