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Research on the Pedagogical Reform of Empirical Research Methods Courses in Public
Administration From a Student-Centered Teaching Perspective
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Abstract; Teaching for empirical research methods courses in public administration largely follows
the pedagogical models of theoretical courses, overlooking the unique requirements these courses have in
cultivating students’ abilities for inquiry and practical application, which results in suboptimal teaching
outcomes. The student-centered” teaching philosophy emphasizes aligning the provision of “ course
instruction” with the demands of “student learning”. This approach prioritizes the students’ role and
learning experience, creating an open, interactive learning environment and a supportive teaching
framework. Such a philosophy aligns well with the knowledge characteristics and educational objectives of
empirical research methods courses. To promote a “student-centered” teaching model for empirical
research methods courses in public administration, it is essential to implement demand-driven curriculum
design, initiate problem-based teaching method reforms, establish an efficient learning support system,
and create a diverse and inclusive feedback and evaluation mechanism.
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