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A Study on Optimizing the Application-Based Doctoral Admission System
—An Analysis Based on Questionnaire Feedback
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Sensing and Smart Support, National University of Defense Technology, Changsha 410073, China)

Abstract: The “Application-Assessment System” ( AAS) is the primary reform trend in China’s
PhD admissions, and its effectiveness and problems require systematic analyses. This study, based on
survey data, systematically analyzes the AAS’s current status, core contradictions, and optimization
strategies. Results demonstrate the system’s significant success in transitioning PhD selection from an
“exam-oriented” to an “ ability-based” model. However, challenges remain, including inconsistent
evaluation criteria, difficulties in quantifying academic achievements, and inadequate supervision. The
research proposes improvements such as a classified evaluation system, enhanced supervision, and
optimized student-supervisor matching to guide further refinement of PhD admission processes.
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